18                 ELIZABETH & ESSEX

of painting and poetry. She danced, after the
Florentine style, with a high magnificence that
astonished beholders. Her conversation, full, not
only of humour, but of elegance and wit, revealed
an unerring social sense, a charming delicacy of
personal perception. It was this spiritual versa-
tility which made her one of the supreme diplo-
matists of history. Her protean mind, projecting
itself with extreme rapidity into every sinuous shape
conceivable, perplexed the most clear-sighted of her
antagonists and deluded the most wary. But her
crowning virtuosity was her command over the
resources of words. When she wished, she could
drive in her meaning up to the hilt with hammer
blows of speech, and no one ever surpassed her
in the elaborate confection of studied ambiguities,
Her letters she composed in a regal mode of her
own, full of apophthegm and insinuation. In private
talk she could win a heart by some quick felicitous
brusquerie; but her greatest moments came when,
in public audience, she made known her wishes, her
opinions, and her meditations to the world. Then
the splendid sentences, following one another in a
steady volubility, proclaimed the curious workings
of her intellect with enthralling force; while the
woman's inward passion vibrated magically through
the loud high uncompromising utterance and the
perfect rhythms of her speech.

Nor was it only in her mind that these compli-
cated contrasts were apparent; they dominated her